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FEBRUARY ' REPORT AND
MARCH SERMONS --1956

CONVERSION OF PAUL
By JAMES
Radio Sermon

D. WILLEFORD

No. 214

March 4, 1956

The Eighteenth Century was possibly the darkest period in England 's religious history. It was the age of the learned deists, agnostics ,
rationalists and unbeliev ers "when all men of rank were thought to
be infidels ."
During this epoch-making period, Lord Lyttelton and Gibe t :West,
two of England's most prominent and
werful men, undertook to
prove that the Bible was an imposture . Mr. Lyttelton chose the conversion of Paul and Mr. West the re surrection of Christ for their subjects of criticism.
After careful study of these subjects they came
together according to a prearran ge d plan. They had agreed to meet
that they might present to each other the evidence the y found which
proved th e Bible to be a myth. But their meeting took an unexpected
turn for both of them . Inst ead of rejoicing over th eir success in
proving the Bible to be uninspired, they acknowledged their joint conviction that the Bible was the word of God. Lord Lyttelton said,
"the conversion and apostleship of St . Paul alone, duly considered,
is of itself a demonstration
sufficient to prove Christianity to be a
divine revelation" (Life and Epistles of St. Paul, by Conybeare and
Howson, -Vol. I, p. 99). Few events in the history of the human race
have so profoundly affected mankind as the conversion of the apostle
Paul.
No life, except that of Christ, is more int eresting or more eve ntful
than that of Paul. He was born in the famous Greek city of Tarsus,
in the province of Cilicia. He was of pure Jewish extraction,
"a
Hebrew of the Hebrews, of the tribe of Benjamin," and descended
from pious ancestors (Philippians 3:4, 5). His parents were Pharisees,
and he was "brought up at the feet of Gamaliel" (Acts 22:3). Under
the instruction of this learned Pharisee , hi s knowled ge of the law was
enlarged, his zeal for it inflamed, and his Pharisaic prejudices intensified. In dis cussing his progr es s in this Bible schoo l, he sai d, "I a dvanced in the Jews' religion beyond many of mine own age amon g my
countrymen, being more exce edingly ze alous for th e traditions of my
fathers"
(Galatians 1:14).
His zeal burned with such intensity th at it led him to persecute
Christians.
The first mention of him in the New Testament is in connectio n with the death of Stephen.
The Bible says the witnesses
against this fir st Christian martyr "laid down th eir ga rments at the
feet of a young man nam ed Saul ...
And Saul was consentin g unto
hi s death" (Act s 7 : 58; 8: 1). After the death of Stephen, Paul still
maintained th e position of a lea der in the persecution aga inst th e
church. Th e Bible says th at "at that time th ere was a grea t pers ecutio ·n against the church which was at Jerusalem;
and the y wer e all
scattered abroad throu ghout the region s of Judaea and Samaria, except
the apostles" (Acts 8:1). Paul could not shut the door of the kingdom
of heav en, but he did attempt to bar r icade it with im prisonment and
dea th. Th e door of th e kingdom was close d to all but the most heroic,
and Christianity was made a cri me worthy of deat h. Pau l we nt, at the
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that whatever wa s required of Paul was necessary
and essential to the forgiveness of his past sins.

head of a body of armed men, all through Jerusalem, seizing and dragging to prison men and women, because they were following Christ. He
· said to king Agrippa , "I punished them often times in all the syn agogues,
and I strove to make them blaspheme ," and "When they were put to
death, I gave my vote against them."
When the church in Jerusalem had b een scattered a broad, Paul
doubtless thought that he had effectively
destroyed
the cause of
Christ: but the scattered disciples were establishing
congregations
in every direction . When the news reached Jerusalem that the faith
of Jesus was being preached in Damascus, the anger of Paul knew
no bounds. The Bible says he, "yet breathing threatening and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and · asked
of him letters to Damascus unto the synagogues, that if he found any
that were of the Way, whether men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem"
(Acts 9:1, 2).
·
We have often wondered what thoughts must have raced through
Paul's mind as he and his party traveled to distant Damascus. Perhaps
he said to himself, "This movement grows . The more I persecute it,
the more it flourishes.
Once it was centered in Jerusalem.
Now it
spreads like fire in a field. It rages throughout Judea.
It has leaped
into Samaria.
It burns brightly in Galilee . Now it has lit its torch
in distant Damascus. The harder I toil, the faster it expands. Why?
Stephens died not like a sinner, but like a saint. The yoke of the Law
is a burden wearisome to men. It brings me not peace and power,
but defeat and slavery. I wage a losing · fight. Can this Jesus truly
be the Christ?"
So day after silent day, Paul rode on with questions
seething in his mind and doubts battling in his soul.
Then one day, over the horizon, tbe roof tops of Damascus hove
in sight . At this juncture the Bible says, "and suddenly ther e shined
round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?
And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest"
(Acts 9: 3-5). It is very difficult for us to
realize what a revelation this was to Paul. Up to this moment he had
held Jesus to be an impostor cursed of God and man; but r10w this
hated Being is suddenly revealed to him in a blaze of divine glory .
There He stands, with the light of heaven and the glory of God around
Was there any possible way for
Him, and He says, " I am Jesus."
Paul to escape from the reality of what he saw and heard?
None,
It did not take him a thousandth
part of a second to see that Christ
was the glorified Son of God, and so his proud spirit yielded to his
King and his Redeemer.
The Bible says, "And he (Paul) trembling and astonished
said,
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" No question of greater importance has ever been asked by mortal man. If there is any one
thing of greater importance
than the question asked,
it certainly
must be the answer given. "And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and
go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do" (Acts
9:6). We conclude from this Scripture that Paul's conversio ·n depended on his doing what Jesus said he must do. If he had refused,
would he have been converted?
Certainly not. It is manifestly clear
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in his conversion

After Christ rev ea led Himself, Paul cried, "Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do?" And the Lord instructed him to go into Damascus for the an swer. Why did not the Lord tell him then and there
what to do? Because He h ad ordained that men should learn the
truth throu g h go spel pre a chin g done by m en. In sp eaking of the
gospel , the apostle Paul said, "But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels" (II Corinthians 4: 7). Since Christ had ordained that the gospel me ssa ge should be brought by earthen vessels, it was not consistent
with His will for Him to answer Paul's question, for the Lord was a
heavenly vessel.
Many years after Paul was turned to the Lord, he reminded the
Christians in Rome that faith is not a gift which Christ bestows directly
from heaven , but that it comes as a result of gospel preaching. The
apostle said, "But the righteousness
which is of faith saith thus, Say
not in thy heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring
Christ down : ) or, Who shall descend into the abyss? (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee,
in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith , which we
preach" (Romans 10:6-8) . So the word which brings saving faith does
not come as a direct gift from heaven, but it is revealed within the
Bible, and it is to be proclaimed by faithful servants of God .
There on the stony plain outside Damascus, Christ commanded
Paul to "Arise, and go into the city," and He promised that "it shall
be told thee what thou must do." The Bible says, "Saul arose from
the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they
led him by the h and , and brou ght him into Damascus.
And he was
three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink" (Acts 9: 8, 9).
He who had expected to enter Damascus with power and leave it with
glory , was now lifted up and led into the city by the arms of his
friends.
We pause to ask, At this point how much progress has Paul made
toward becoming .a Christian?
Does he now believe in Christ?
Yes,
he does-with
a faith that never wavered from that moment to the
end of his life. He could have said, "I know whom I have trusted-I
It was more nearly a matter of absolute
saw Him; I heard Him."
knowledge with Paul, than a m atter of belief .
But we ask further, Has he repented of his sins? For three days
and ni ghts , he neither at e nor drank; not a morsel of food or a drop
of water pa ssed throu gh his lips. That was a terrible fast.
Under
favorable circumstances
going without food and drink for so long a
time would be very exh austing; but he was praying all that time with
the agony of guilt weighing him down and almost crushing the iife
out of him. What a terrible experience it was! And how could it be
otherwise, when he remembered the blood of innocent men and women
which he had shed? There rolled in upon his soul one dark, awful facthe could not undo his wrongs, He could not recall the dead of whose
blood he was guilty; he coulp. not loose the bonds of those in prison,
and who may have been consign ed to death by his vote. No man ever
had more reason for agony of soul, and no man, therefore, ever more
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be no doubt about his faith or about his repentance.
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days. There ca:n

Finally, after three days Christ sent a disciple named Ananias
to tell Paul what he must do . Have you ever wondered why the Lord
waited three days to give Paul the answer? Perhaps He waited in order
that Paul might have time to "count the cost." Christ had said, "If any
man cometh unto me, and hateth not his own father, and mother · a:nd
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his ow~ life
also, he cannot be my disciple. Whosoever doth not bear his own cross,
and come after Me, cannot be My disciple. For which of you, desiring
to build a tower, doth not first sit down and count the cost, whether
he have wherewith to complete it ... So therefore whosoever he be of
you that renounceth not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple"
(Luke 14:26-28, 33). Paul had to pay a tremendous price to become
a Christian, and the Lord wanted no decision without his having an
opportunity for fully realizing the situation.
When Paul went into
Damascus there were many questions for him to ask and answer in his
own heart. Until that moment he had regarded .Jesus and His disciples
with a contemptuous and deadly hatred.
Could he now give his all
to them?
He was an educated young man of bright promise and,
perhaps, already a member of the highest court of the nation, the
Sanhedrin.
Could he cast in his lot with an uncultured and despised
band, whose leader had suffered the extreme penalty of the law as a
malefactor?
Paul knew that he would suffer persecution by his own
people, and that he would likely be called upon to suffer martyrdom for
the cause of Christ. Was he ready for this? Christ requires that, in
full view of all that is involved,
men shall commit themselves
unreservedly to Him, and for this reason He gave Paul plenty of time
to know his own heart.
When Christ saw the steadfastness of Paul's purpose to serve Him,
the Lord said to Ananias, "Arise, and go into the street which is called
Straight , and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of
Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth."
Ananias hesitated.
He was afraid
that he might be arrested by this bloody persecutor. But the Lord said
unto him, "Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My
name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel" (Acts
9: 15). When Ananias heard this good news h.e found Paul and he
said, "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16). Jesus
had promised that Paul would hear just what he must do in order to
be saved. He had already become a believer; for he had seen his
Lord and he had heard Him speak. He had confess ed with his mouth
the Lord Jesus; for he had said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?" He had repented of his sins and was engaged in prayer and fasting for three days. A:nanias had been commissioned by Christ to visit
Paul and tell him just what he must do. He did not command him to
pray for forgiveness, ):mt he commanded him to "arise, and be baptized,
and wash away thy srns."
This was the first word Paul he ard regarding
it came from Christ, through Ananias . He was to
tized, and Christ would meet him there and cleanse
He may not have understood why it was so, but he

his salvation, and
arise and be baphim from his sin.
could not doubt it.
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Jesus said, "It will be told you what you must do." We conclude,
then, that Paul's conversion depended on his doing what Jesus said
he must do. If he had refused to do what Christ told him to do,
would he have been converted?
Christ said, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins."
In the expression,
"wash away thy sins," there is undoubtedly
a
reference to the forgiveness of sins which takes place i:n baptism, and
the metaphor in the term "wash away" was suggested by the washing
of the body which takes place in baptism.
Paul was to wash his sins
away, by undergoing that washing in which God forgives them.
He
was to do this, "calling on His name," because it is through the name
of Jesus that we now receive every blessing, and especially the forgiveness of sins.
When Paul was instructed to, "Arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins,'' he did not raise any questions.
This practice of
raising questions about the ordinances of the Lord-why
it is necessary
to be baptized?
It is absolutely essential
to be baptized?
Are our
sins washed away when we are baptized ?-the
time to raise such
questions as these had not come yet. This was a time of simple faith.
Men believed and accepted what the messengers of God said, just as
they said it. That is faith. The very moment Paul heard that command, he arose from his prostrate position and was baptized.
He submitted to baptism because it was something he must do by God's own
appointment.
The water of baptism did not literally wash Paul's sins away for
there is no efficacy in the water. The Bible nowhere teaches baptismal
or water regeneration.
The efficacy is in the blood, and the blood
is in Christ; but baptism is the act which brings us into Christ, by
which act we come into contact with the blood, and the cleansing takes
place in the heart, and the pardon in heaven, and not in the baptistry.
Some religious teachers have said that Paul was saved before he
was baptized because Christ appeared to him. But we should let the
Lord tell us why He appeared to this man. He said to Paul, "For
to this end have I al)peared unto thee"-mark
you, it was not to convert him, but to make him an apostle-"to
appoint thee a minister
and a witness both of the things wherein thou hast seen me, and the
things wherein I will appear unto thee" (Acts 26: 16). So Paul's conversion is one thing, and his appointment as an apostle is quite another.
It is true that they were connected, and in a measure they
were dependent one upon the other; yet they were separate and distinct events.
Christ's' appearance to Paul was a circumstance which
led to his conversion, but his conversion was not complete until he
arose and was baptized for the remission of his sins.
We have heard it said that Paul was saved on the Damascus
road because he had faith in Christ at that time. If Paul were saved
on the road, how could Ananias tell him three days later to, "Arise,
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins"? Sm;ely Paul had sins to be
washed away at this time, or Christ sent the wrong man to i:nstruct
him.
When Christ

appeared

to Paul, he asked,

"Lord,

what wilt thou
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have me to do?" This question had referenc e to one thing ' only-his
great sin. It was the awful situation in which he found himself that
prompted the question.
The Lord answered it by instructing him to
go into Damascus for information . Christ said nothing to him on the
Damasc us road about the remission of his sins, or his salvation. The
situation is one, no t for an assu r ed and serene trust, but for painful
suspense.
Christ had said enough to shut off despair, but not enough
to make possible Christian trust . No man can accept, even mentally,
what has not been offered, and when P aul started for Damascus he
had received no offer of salvation.
To pronounce him saved at a point
where the Word of God does not declare it, is to take an awf ul
responsibility .

be one of them? We do not believe th at you are. We do not believe
there is a man , or a woman, in this n ation who is willin g to deliberately
make that choi ce. And yet, some of you would be on His lef t hand if
He were to summon you this moment to t he judgment.
The Lord is
coming agai n , and all the holy angels w it h Him . Where-oh , where!
-will you stand in that day?

Those who say that Paul was saved on the road to Damascus are
equa lly sure that a sinner knows the moment his sins are forgiven.
This theory will not fit Paul at all , for he was still fasting, praying and
agon izing thr ee days after Christ appeared to him. He was a believer
for three days and three nights, and instead of bein g justified as yet,
he was in the agony of guilt and condemnation, and he had no peace
with God. If he were a pardoned man, why all this agony? why all
this praying?

Radio

But the Bible says that he "a rose, and was baptized," and then
th/'lY put some food before him , and he a te and was stre n gthe ned. His
agony is over; he has received his sight; hi s sins ar e forgiven;
he is
fill ed with the Spirit of God, and he is a Christian.
He was justified
by faith, and he found peace with God when he was baptized into
Christ.
The genuineness of Paul's conversion is demon st r ated by its fruits.
And what fruits followed! A new cha r ac ter, the far m iss ion ary journeys,
the many churches founded, and his immortal lett ers!
Contrast Paul before and afte r his conversion
to Christ.
Who
would dream that this rigid, Pharisaical
Jew, breathing thr eatening
and slaughter, making havoc of the church, a few years later would
be writing , "Love suffereth lon g, and is kind; lov e envieth not; love
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth no t behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not its own, is not provoked, ... beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopet.h all things, endureth all things"?
Here is more than
a changed

man.

Here

is another

man.

Paul liv ed and died in the triumphs of the Christi an's faith. When
he approached the end of his life, he said, "For I am now ready to be
offered , and th e time of my departure is at hand . I have fought a
good fight, I ha ve finished by course, I have kept the fa ith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
whi ch the Lord,
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love his appe arin g" (II Tim othy 4: 6-8).
Sinner fri end, the Lord has given you the opportunity of dying
in hope, but you must obey the gospel to do it . Christia ·nity divides
the world into two classes - sinners saved, and sinners unsavedthose who will be on th e Lord's ri gh t hand in judgm ent, and those who
will be on His left hand. Witho u t stopping now to raise any question
about the awful fate of those on the left, w e ask , are you willing to

OUR RESPONSIBILITY FOR
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Many of us tend to shift our respo:nsibility to someone else. It is
easier that way if we can get by with it. In term s of politi cs it is a
temptation for our state g over nments to shift their load to t he broad
shoulders of Uncle Sam . In terms of service to other s, some of u s
may emulate the example of the J ewish prie st and the Le vite who,
when they found a wo und ed man by the w ay, " pas sed by on the other
side." In terms of Bi ble st ud y, we m ay shirk our duty by saying,
"Let the preacher do it "- "let Geor ge do it ." But the Lord says,
" Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workm an tha t needeth
not to be ashame d, rightl y dividing the word of truth " (II Timothy
2 :15). Thi s command was addressed t o a young Chr isti an and it is
applicable to all Christians everywhere.
It is regrettable
when a person shir ks his divine obligatio n to
le ar n the truth for himself , but it is trag ic when some chu r chme n
lead him to believe that he cannot learn it for him self. One gro up
of modern church officials has said , "The Bible is no t wit hout its
va lue to us the clergy, but for the lai ty it is a stumblin g-block which
cannot be taken out of their wa y too so on or too com pletel y" (The
Way of All Flesh , by Samuel Butl er, p. 52; quot ed by Sol omon Gold man in The Book of Books , p. 269).

But this statement does not sound like anything within t he Bible.
When Moses reread the law to all Israe l, he said , "T hes e words ,
which I comm an d thee this day, shall be in thine h eart: And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil dren and shalt t alk of them
when thou sittest in thine house , and wh en thou wa lke st by t h e way,
and when thou liest down, and when t hou ris est up " (Deu t eronomy
6:6, 7) . I'll the book of Hosea , the Lord said , " My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge: beca u se thou h a st rejected kn owled ge, I wil'l
also r eje ct thee" (Ho sea 4:6).
·
rn Judaism the Old T estament was t he book for every Jew; he
he ard it in the synagog ue, but he was also expected to read it at home.
In the New Testament
we r ead of an Ethiopian
eunu ch who had
tr ave led ' a thousand miles to worship God, according to the law of
Moses.
As he returned home in his ch ar iot , he read th e book of
Isaiah (Act s 8 : 28) . Bib le schol a rs t estif y t hat the Old T estame nt "was
Jew.
It wa s t herefore
the immedi ate rule of lif e for each individual
necessary
that ea ch individual
should have . the close st poss ibl e
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In the year 33 A.D . the church of Christ was established, and many
of the Jews became members of it . Among these Jewish Christians
the private use of the Holy Scripture s simply continued.
Like the
noble Bereans, "they received the word with _ all readiness of mind ,
and searched the scriptures
daily, whether these things were so"
(Acts 17: 11). The Bereans had a mind of their own , and they used it.
They checked on the teaching of an apostle!
Their practice was eminently scriptural for the Lord said,, "Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world" (I John 4:1) .

LEARNING

THE

TRUTH
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But another religious man has said, "It (the Bible) offers no certainty, and can offer no certainty, as to what God does really teach"
(Radio
Replies, Vol. II, p. 122, by Rumble and Carty). However, the
Son of God said, "If ye continue in my word, then are ye ~ disciples
indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the trufh shall m ake you
free" (John 8:31, 32). The apostle Paul said to Timothy, "That from
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures , which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus"
(II Timothy 3:15) . If, as some say, the Bible offers no certainty
as
to what God tea ches , pray tell us why He gave it to us, and commanded us to study it? The Lord promises that we ca;n "know the
truth," and be made "wise unto salvation" by searching the Scriptures.

Not many ye ar s aft er Christianity wa s born , one of the ea
wri ters
said, "Those who are instructed
in the Scriptures
ou ght to t est
the things that are said by their teachers, and to receive what agrees
with the Scriptures, and to r eject wh at disagrees"
(Moralia,
Reg. 72,
Vol. II ., p . 428 ; quoted by Salmon, in Infallibility
of the Church, p . 143).
But if the Bible were written for the so-called clergy only, how could
the members of the church test their instructors?

One religious man has said the doctrine is unscriptnr al, which
says, "Holy Scripture containeth all things n ecessary, so that wh atsoever is not read therein, nor may be prov ed thereby, is not to be
required of any man" (Radio Replies, p. 120) . Acc ording to our ec clesiastical friend this doctrine is unscriptural,
but the Lord says, "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine .,
for r eproof, for correction, for instruction in ri ghteousness:
That the
man of God may be perfect, thorou ghly fu r ni shed unto all good
works" (II Timothy 3: 16, 17). It takes a perfect Bible to make a per fect man! How do we know that we are bein &' "furnished u:nto all
good works" unl ess we read God's word for ourselves!
Our Lord
forbids us to add to His word, or to take anything from it , but how
do we know that we are observing this divine comm and unless we
know the Bible?

One religious writer of great renown, says , "God designs to make
prelates
i
n equals ...
if, then, you receive a command of one
who holds the place of God, you should observe it with the same diligence as if it came from God Himself . . . Though a confessor should
by chance make a mistake , the penitent in obeying him is secure and
does not err" (The Spouse of Christ, Alphonsus Ligiori, M. Sullivan,
N . Y., pp . 93 and 351). Another writer says , "I,f you should err in
following him (your confessor),
God will hold him, and not you
responsible" (Explanation
of Catholic
Morals, John H. Stapleton, Benziger Bros., N. Y., p. 24). But the Son of God says, "If the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch" (Matth ew 15 :14) . So, it is not
wise to follow slavishly the te achin gs of others, but · we must study
the word of God for ourselves.

Som e men do not r ead th e Bibl e for they a re told it is without
life. One reli gious writer has said , " The Scripture indeed is a divine
b ook but it is a dead lett er, whi ch has to b e explained" (Our Priesthood, p . 155).. A noth er writ er h as said t he Bibl e is "A dead and

FOR

speechless book" (Question Box, p. 67). Now let us see what the Bible
says . In Hebrews 4: 12, we read "God 's word to us is alive, full of
energy" (Knox's Translation).

p . 29).

Some are discouraged
from studying the Bible for themselves
when they are told that they cannot find Christ in His own book!
One churchman has said, "It has ever been practically impossible for
men, generally, to find out Christ from the Bible " (The Question Box,
Bertrand L. Conway, The Columbus Pres s, N. Y., p . 70). But Christ
said , "Search the scriptur es ; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life : and they are they which testify of me" (John 5: 39) . Iren aeus,
one of the early Christian scholars who lived between 120 and 200
A.D. said, "If any one, therefor e, reads the Scriptures with attention,
he will find in them an account of Christ, and a foreshadowing
of a
new calling" (Ante-Nicene
Fathers, Vol. I. , p. 496 ; Edited by A. C.
Coxe; Pub. The Christi an Liter atur e Company).
Th e apo stle John
said th e books of the Bible w er e written "that ye mi ght b elieve that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God" (John 20 : 30, 31) . The Lord and
His disciples t a ught th at H e can be found by searchin g th e Scriptures.

RESPONSIBILITY

The teaching that the church is infallible has kept some from
studying the Bible for th emselves. They reason, Why should m en study
it if God gave the church all the answers? Why not let the church tell us
what to do? Thi s reasoning might h a ve some merit to it if the church
were infallible , but there is no such institution as an infallible church,
with an infallibl e head . One historical incident will prove that this
is true .

\,

In 1609 Galileo, one of the world's foremost scientists , turned
What he discovered led him to believe
his telesco pe-un-t' h'e heavens.
the Copernican theory that the sun is station ary, and that the earth
revolves around it. Galileo was a firm believer in the truth of Scrip ture, and as soon as he came to believe that the Coperni ca n theory
was true he could not help also believing th at it was not contrary to
the Bibl~. Accordingly, in 1613, he wrote a letter , defendin g this view.
He said that the Bible was beyond doubt infallible;
but that though
the Scripture could not err, its interpr eters might.
Galileo re a soned
that either the earth moves, or it does not. If it moves, theologians
were wron g in inferring from Scripture that God had revealed that it
is at rest . But the th eologians insisted on saying, without contradiction, that the earth does not move. The church of Galileo's day declared that the doctrine of the motion of the earth and the fixity of
the sun is contrary to the sacr ed Scriptures, and therefore could neith er
be defended nor held. The chur ch denied th at Galileo had any ri ght to
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hold his belief in the motion of the earth even as an opinion.
The
church decreed that an opinion can in no manner be probable which
has already been declared and defined to be contrary to the divine
Scriptures.
For holding this opinion Galileo was imprisoned, and his
books were put on the Index of forbidden reading matter.
Galileo
was condemned by the he ad of one church which claims infallibility for
believing what we all now know to be true.
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Ch~
m. one of the early church scholars, said, "It is impossible for you to be alike ignorant of all; for it was for this
reason that the grace of the Spirit appointed that publicans and fishermen , tentmakers
and shepherds and goatherds,
and unlearned
and
ignorant men, should compose these books that none of the unlearned
might be able to have recourse to this excuse; that the words then
spoken might be intelligible
to all . . . You do not understand
the contents; and how will you ever be able to underst and them if you do not
study them?
Take the book in your hands; read the entire history;
and when you have secured a knowledge of what is simple , corri-e to
the obscure and hard parts over and over again" (St. Joan., Hom. 10,
vol. viii, p. 63, and De Lazar., Concio 3, vol. 1, p. 736).

The Council of Trent declared that it is the province of the Holy
Mother Church to judge of the true sense and interpretation
of the
Holy Scriptures.
Yet it turns out now that, with regard to the interpretation
of Scripture, Galileo was right and she was wrong. We
are now agreed that the theologia·ns of two hundred years ago were
wrong in the system of astronomy which they imagined they had derived from the Bible. As George Salmon, in his book on the Infallibility
that what ev er
of the Church, says, "It must be owned , therefore,
re spec t the Church may claim when she interprets
Scripture, she is
not infallible, and that the Church of a more learned age may wisely
review and correct the decisions of its predecessors"
(Infallibility
of
facts of history
the Church, p. 247). The stern and uncompromising
force us to conclude that the church can err, for she has erred.

In discussing Origen, another of the early Christian
scholars,
Harnack says, "As for the understanding
of Holy Scripture, Origen
necessarily holds fast to the principle that the Scriptures are quite
accessible even to simple believers; they must therefore have them
daily at hand.
The thought, that priests and deacons as such are
more capable of understanding
Scripture than laymen, is absolutely
alien to Origen" (Bible Reading in the Early Church, p. 71).
From the writing of early scholars we have a glimpse into the home
of an ordinary Christian citizen: the children daily hear the Scriptures
read and they learn passages of them by heart . A Bible was not only
in the home: the Bible was the principal text-book of education; the
chief aim in th e whole trainin g of a child was that he should be taught
to understand the Bible (See Bible Reading i:n the Early Church, p. 75).
The early church pla ce d the Scriptures in the h an ds of the people.
and encouraged them to read them. The Bible was translated
into
several languages, because the church in those days, wished that not
merely the wealthy, and the highly educated, but that all her members
should have access to the oracles of truth , and be able to consult them
for themselves.
We alt hy Christians
contributed
to this effort by
h av in g Bibles copied at their own expens e and by giving them or lend ing them to their poorer broth ers and sisters · in Christ.

It may be said that

the Church's infallibility, when she interprets
Scripture , is limited to questions of faith and morals, and ~ha~ the
question of the earth's mobility is not one of faith.
But this 1s to
accuse the heads of the church in Galileo's time of a far graver mistak e. It is surely a lesser erro r to dec ide wrongly a question that belongs to on e's province, than not to know what belongs to one's province . If modern apologists are right, the church in Galileo's time not
only was wrong in pronouncing it to be a heresy to hold that the earth
went rou·nd the sun, but she was utterly wrong in imagining _ that his
view could be heresy, the whole subject being outside the domain
with which faith has to deal.
But on the contrary, the church in Galileo's time held that it was
of faith to maintain the absolut e correctness of everything asserted in
express words of Scripture, and that the doctrine of the earth's fixity
was so ass er ted. Th erefore , Galileo's view involved a question of faith,
and the church and its head proved to be very fallible when they
branded his discovery heresy.
A·nother reason many people do not read the Bible for themselves
is the teaching that it is too difficult for the unlearned to understand.
But many Bible statements
sugges t that we can un~erstand it. ~or
inst ance in Ephesi ans 3, we rea d, "How that, accordmg to revelation,
the mystery h as been made known to me, as I have written ab?ve in
a few words; a s you r ea din g may und ers t and my knowl edge m the
mystery of Christ" (Ephesians 3:3, 4; Catholic New Testament) ... In
this statement the apostle Paul teaches that if we will read what
inspired men wrote we will understand as much as they. When Paul
wrote to the members of the church in Colosse, he said "And when
this epistle is rea d among you, ca use that it be re ad also in the , ch urch
of t he Laodiceans" (Colossians 4: 16). Th e same apostle charged that
his letter to th e Thess alonians be "re ad unto all the br ethren."
Why
re ad his letters to all th e br et hr en if they were too difficult for the
unl earne d to und erstand?

RESPONSIBILITY

l,

In the tw entieth century, th e common, ordin ary person is discoura ge d, and even forbidden to read the Bible by some religious
leaders.
One scholarly work reads, "Parts of the Bible are evidently
unsuited to the very young or to the ignorant , and hence Clement XI
condemned the proposition that the reading of the Scriptures is for all"
(Catholic
Dictionary,
p. 82) . lln this same work , the author says , "In
early times the Bible was read freely by the lay people , ...
New
dangers came in during the Middle Ages . . . To meet these evils, the
Council of Toulou se (1229) and Terragona (1234) forbade the laity to
of the Bible" (Ibid). When we point
read th e vernacular translations
out that this is a prohibition against Bible re adin g by th e common man,
we are told that, "The Church has never prohibited the reading of the
Bible in the original text or in the approved Latin Vulgate version''
(Question Box, p. 86). To many, this statement may appear to mean
that the councils have never forbidden the , reading of the Bible. But
it really means just the opposite.
It implies clearly that they have
forbidden the reading of the Bible, except in a language which the
common man cannot read!
How many ordinary citizens of our land
can read the Bible rn Greek or Latin?
There would be little reason
now in forbidding Americans to read th.e Bible in Chinese.
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Some think that the Bible is the peculiar property of the church,
and that she is bound to administer this property according to her discretion, and to determine how and in what meas ure Holy Scripture is
to be made accessible to the individual Christian.
But the Bible belo·ngs to the individual in the same sense as it belongs to the church,
and it must be studied by each person that he may learn the t ruth
for himself .
It has been suggested

that the Christians who lived during the
first four centuries could not have studied the New Testament be ca use
it did not exist during that time. An article in Our Sunday Visitor
says, "Christians of the first four centuries, who gave up their lives
by the thousands for Christ never saw the New Testament" (Our SunFebruary 14, 1954). But in another section of the same
day Visitor,
Sunday Visitor the editors say, "Prior to the year 300 Bibles had been
copied or translated numerous times by those who wanted to have
them ." In answer to the question, "Didn 't the first Christians, those
who lived during the age of persecutions, when the faith was strongest,
have the New Testament," the editors reply , "Yes, they had it . As we
have me'ntioned, most of the churches had copies" (Our Sunday Visitor,
Feb. 14, 1954, p. 15). The editors of the well known Catholic Enc yc lopedia say , "The Latin text of the Sacred Scriptures had existed from
the earliest times of Christi a nity. St. Augustine says that th e old
Latin version had certainly come 'from the first days of the faith,'
and Jerome says that 'it had helped to strengthen th e fa ith of the
Vol. XV, p. 515).
infant church'" (Catholic Encyclopedia,
Dr. John Lawrence Mosheim says in his Ecclesiastical
History
that "Before the middle of the second century , the greatest part of the
books of the New Testament were read in every Christian society
throughout the world, and received as a divine rule of faith and manners ...
We are well assured, that the four gospe ls were collected
during the life of St. John , .. . And why may we not suppose that the
other books oof the New T esta ment were gathered to get her at the
Hisfory,
by John Lawrence Moshe im,
same time" (Ecclesiastical
Vol. I, pp. 93, 94). So the facts of history testify that the people in the
early years of Christianity
had access to the books of the New ,
Testament.
Some churchmen use a statement of the apostle Peter as proof
that the common people are not to interpret the Bible for them se lves .
Peter said , "Knowing this first , that no prophecy of the scripture is of
any private interpretation"
(II Peter 1: 20). When this passage is
used to prove that the Bible cannot be privately or individually und er Peter has no r efe r en ces at all to those wh o read
stood it is misused!
the Scriptures, but he r efers clearly to those wh o wrote the Scriptures .
He sa ys the prophecy did not come from the prophet, but from the
Spirit of God. The prophet was not allowed to give his private interpretation,
but he must faithfully record what God said.
Thus
Peter said in effect, "No prophecy of Scripture is of the prophet 's
own invention.
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of
man : but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit."
Some reli gious teachers are very much opposed to the use of
Th eir conprivate jud gment in our unde ~standin g of th e Scriptures.
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viction is that the voice of the church must be heard, and received
without question.
One writer has said tha t once a man en ters the
church, "He has no further use for hi s re as on. He enters the Church ,
an edifice illumined by the superior light of revelation and faith. He
of Catholic
can leave reason like a lantern , at the door"' (Explanation
Morals, p. 76; quoted by 0. C. Lambert, Catholicism
Aga in st Itself,
p . 36).

This view overlooks th e fact that an ac t of our jud gme nt must be
the ultimate foundation of all our beliefs. A person canno t believ e or
If he decides
accept anything without the use of his own judgment.
that he should not trust his own underst an ding of the Scr iptur es, but
that he is bound impli citly to the interpr et ation of the church, he is
exercising private judgment in reaching th is decision. The result is,
that absolute certainty can only be had on the terms of bein g infallible
one's self.
It is
doctrines
so plainly
says, "All
necessary

our conviction that if God required men to belie ve certain
on pain of condemnation, He would propound these truths
that no one should be able to mistake them. As Chrysostom
things are plain and simple in the Holy Scripture s; all things
are evident " (In II Thess., Hom. III, Vol. XI., p. 528).

If we fail to study God's word, and learn the truth for ourselves ,
we cannot plead ignorance . There is no promi se wit hin t he Bible
that ignorance will excuse us. In the Old Testament , the Lord said,
"If a soul sin, and commit any of these th ings which a re forbidden to
be done by the commandments
of the Lord; though he wis t it not,
yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniqu ity " (Leviticu s 5: 17). In the
New Testament , the apostle Paul said that the Ephesians ha d been
"alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them"
(Ephesians 4: 18) . Since Jehovah held the Je ws and Gentiles re sp onsible
for sins which they commited in ignoran ce, do we ha ve an y prom ise
that He will overl ook our ignorance?
The only way we in Ameri ca
can be ignorant of G_od's word is to be deceive d or to neglec t the stu dy
of it, for we have Bibles in every cit y of our land.

The Bible is described by the early Christian scholars as God's
proclamation to mankind , as the open le tte r dire cte d to every man
which must not only be read but earnestly
studied by everyone.
Therefore no one can do too much private r ea ding. Every ble ss ing
for the understandin g and for the life is promi sed as the fruit of
Bible reading , and especially of private Bible re ading. The Bible is
the treasury of salvation.
Throu gh reading it Justin , T atia n , a·nd
Theophilus express ly say that they themselves became Christ ians.
They read the Lord 's comm and to believe, repent, and be baptize d for
the remission of their sins, and they obeyed without hesit ation.
The Bible grips , it awakens, it elevates the inward man ; it is the
greatest shield against sin; it teaches us to speak good words ; it frees
the soul from the curse of ignor ance; it attr acts the he ar t from
earthly cares; yea, even in this life it makes the light o,f God shine
upon the soul of the re ader, and af ter it has made him a man by me ans
of the Old T esta ment, it will mak e him an angel by me ans of th e
New Testamen t.

'RGrllo
ls ·MORe
effective
..L,
•. •• .

assa:soaae.e,u1s:s:W'!'!'P

I.

~

. u sia::; ••

wa s

...

.au' 1~...~~··:...,,.:.1nt-

Whit es ide .
,as- a ble pr oblen . ,.
in
,s t y

RadioFolks

:an k s h oes

''·1,

lltanasever

HERALD
r TRUTH
0

·1::. ! Are Cheerful
1

·i::: A~~u~ Future

launches

1

rhe '

:,; E\\

"t ORK,

Oct . 27 (A P )

tub ! P eopl e in r a dio ar e very chee rful
th e· ~ bout t h ei r me dium th ese days.
ne d It's no t ju st s al es ta lk. Rat her , it 's
t he t he sor t of ind efin a ble op timi sm
th at comes whe n a co mm erc ial
ventur e is ma ki n~ mon ey.
Ar t hu r H ull. pr esi den t of CB S
r ad io, ch ee rf u ll y puts it thi s way:
" \\' e'Ye s t a rt ed u p w ith r adio. "
Th ~ situ ati on , he
sa ys,
is
ra th e r lik e t he d l?pr ess ion of the
1n o·s. " Nobody e ve r did know
exaC'tlY when the d epr ess ion w a s
50 oYC J'.
Bnt th er e ca me a tim e

I

cap ~ when 11eoi~

a~

Vt.AR 0 1
Na~ionwide
Rroadcasting
5th

"Jc;; .

y i ng , 'wasn ' t

Since 19+7 the number of network radio st; rions in America has
doubled and purchase of radio sets is. i.ncreasing at an astounding
rate. At the end of 1955 radio set purchases had increased 40.9%
over 19H .

th e d e pre ss ion awfu l ?' Th at, I
t hillk i s som e t hin g lik e wha t h a
p e n e d in r ad io. I t hi nk r a di o h
the hottom : severn l m dn t h s a go!

_ri ckiook
·q •
l b.

ok
a

It b. :my s H ayes. a kind .of his·
to r i{'al si tu a ti on . \ Vhen r aclio came
in . p honog ra ph r eco rdin gs hit a n
>hj J. a lt.t im e lo w. Ever yo n e s aid the re . P . ('Ordin g bu sin ess was
fini sh ed .
col- T hen a lo ng came t elev is ion and a
i'ac· lot of peopl e snid r a dio ·was fin _t".lr e h;hed . But now - des nite both ra d io
60 :in cl t e levi:-;io n- -t h e sa le of ph onoa gra ph rec ord s is a t On a ll-tim e
es - h ig h.
"\ Vhen e ver a n ythin g n ew - com esth e nlon g. th e Ame ric a n peo ple go a ll
con - ou t for it ," H ayes sa ys. ,''But a fter
·
aw hil e t hey bec oI\le se lec ti ve , th ey
~OU d1 o'ose wha t t hey wa nt .· An~ a lot
•t o. of P~? ple wa nt ra di o aga in th ese
cl i- days.
to
In s upp ort of hi s belie f H ayes
J il S
dtes
radi o :-;ales figure s coman;
l)i_lell hy t h e Ra d io. El ec t r oni cs,
and Te le d s ion :\Ia nu fa(.'tur er s
Ass n.
·,m- (Rl,;T ~IA) in it s r eg ul a r weekl y
s t at istica l s ummary . ·
, . F actory sa les of r a di o se ts for
t he fir s t 37 we ek s of thi s y ea r
.
~ 1tota led n,144.1:l ~ - - nu in r re..ase
e_r e to'f -40.9 p e r cen t ove r th e fi gur e
nen for . t h e corr es po n din g period of
las t y ea r wh en 6,481,262 sets w er e
so ld.
,
·d ,. H ayes
e mpha siz ed th e " perP· so na l.. as pec t of r a dio in th e
th e res pect. t ha t a hom e m ay h a ve
,mi c seve ra l se t s w.hich enabl e vario us
gh- -m~ mh e r s o f th e fa mil y to li s t en
t he -pr ogram eac h pre fer~.

ti;"

I

·. It~
m l

•

.

yea

The Highland elders ·want to call your attention to the radio story
reprinted here. Radio is still one of the most effective information
mediums and IS CONTINUING TO GROW.

Ii, ·
fr01

THE H.ERALD OFTRUTH is now a recognized and highly respected ·
feature on the program schedule of THE AMERICAN R!lOADCASTING co .,IPANY. Recently, officials of the 11enrnrk cited
the success of The Herald of Truth mid are proud to carry the
·broadcast .
·

no"
C'OUU
EX- f

be r
of
fl•

Great strides of progress have been made since the program was launched
five years ago and . .. the best days are y et to come.

of
T,

th ..
den
Tl
roll,
me
(
en
2~1

The suc~ess of the Herald of Truth has been made possible by the assistance of sister congr eg,1tions in helping to fulfill the great commission.
To contributors, we wish to say again, THANK YOU. To those who
have not had a part in this work, we invite your support.

P}

~nfr

~f

1

~

h

ar~

t

Jf:!tsir.
Ore,·
. ·..:i.ti~n~_T'
: IL

·-,1.

HERALD
OF TRUTH

Elders,
Church of Christ
South Fifth and Highland
Box 1858 - Abilene, Texas

COASTTO COASTON ABC

CONVERSION

CONVERSION OF AN ARMY OFFICER
By JAMES
Radio

Sermon

D. WILLEFORD

No. 216

March

18, 1956

The Lord said, "Take heed how ye hear," and He also said, "Take
In listening to religious
heed what ye hear" (Luke 8:18; Mark 4:24).
teaching we should have a:n open mind, and a burning desire to know
the truth. We should weigh every word that is spoken, and then compare it with God's word. We should never accept any teaching solely
because we hear it from a religious teacher.
Let us therefore follow
the instructions of Christ to take heed how we hear what we hear.
These words of our Lord are especially applicable to our study of
the conversion of Cornelius.
How many times have you heard it said
that a man who believes in God, pays his debts, helps his neighbors,
and lives a clean life, is saved , because of his moral goodness?
Cornelius was such a man, and yet it was necessary for even him to hear
words whereby he might be saved (Acts 11:14).
Cornelius was a centurion in the Roman army and was stationed
at Caesarea in Palestine.
The divine record says he was a devout
man, and this is remarkable in view of the fact that he was an officer
in a heathen army. Not too many men in modern armies can measure
up to the standard of this devout centurion.
Cornelius was not only a devout worshiper of the true God himself, but he had brought up his whole family in the same religious
habits.
He was not one of those worshipers of the Lord who are so
timid about their own religious sentiments that they make no effort
to teach their families, for the Bible says, "He feared God with all his
house."
This expression included his servants because it is said that
he called to him "two of his devout servants."
His influence extended
to the men in his command for some of his soldiers were said to be
devout.
He was not one of those worshipers of God, so common in the
world, who forget their neighbors, or the wants and the needs of the
poor, for we are told that he "gave much alms to the people" (Acts
10:2).
There are many men in our day who are benevolent, but who
no religious character whatever.
They have inherited
a kind
position, perhaps, from good, pious fathers and mothers, and they
been brought up from their childhood to have pity for the poor.
in addition to all this we are told that Cornelius "prayed to
always."

have
dishave
But
God

This good man's custom was to pray,-not
just before he went to
bed, when his eyes were heavy with sleep; nor at some leisure hour
-but
in the very middle of the afternoon!
It was at his appointed
hour of prayer that God sent an angel to Cornelius.
The heavenly
messenger instructed him to "Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon,
whose surname is Peter; Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou
and all thy house shall be saved" (Acts 11:13, 14).
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You may ask, "Did Cornelius need to be saved?" Indeed so! After
all that is said about his excellence of character, he had committed
sins, a:nd no man can be saved without being washed in that fountain
filled with the precious blood of Christ.
Cornelius had never come in
contact with the blood of Christ, and so he was lost, regardless of his
moral goodness.
Some have suggested that Cornelius
was saved because God
answered his prayer.
But look at the answer!
The angel did not
bring him word that his sins were forgiven; nor did he leave him
rejoicing in the forgiveness of sins. Instead of this, he was told to
send for a man who would tell him what he must do to be saved. So
we must conclude from the answer to his prayer that he was praying
for God to help him find the way of salvation.
Most preachers today will tell you that Cornelius was saved when
the angenti>ifeati
o im. Suppose that next Sunday Cornelius should
go into one of America's churches, and say to the preacher: "I would
like to apply for mem ersliip in your church today, a:nd I am ready to
tell my experience when the time comes." At the close of the services
he is called before the congregation to tell his experience.
He says:
'.'Brethren, I have been for a considerable time, a devout man, and I
think my neighbors will tell you that I have feared God. I have taught
my family, and for years I have given alms to the poor about me.
Through the years I have prayed daily, and yesterday
afternoon at
three o'clock an angel appeared before me, and said to me: 'Thy
prayer is heard and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of
God.' Now friends, that is my experience--will
you receive me?"
What church is there that would not? And yet, Cornelius was not
saved at this time, for the angel told him to send for Simon Peter,
"who shall tell thee words, whereby thou ...
shall be saved.''
How
could such language be used to a man who is already saved?
We have been asked: "Why did not the angel tell Cornelius what
he must do to be saved?"
There was a reason-a
very definite and
permanent one-it
was not God's plan. When Christ gave the Great
Commission He ordained that by man the gospel shall be preached to
man, and from that hour until this neither an angel, nor the Holy
Spirit, nor Christ Himself has ever told a sinner in a direct ~nd personal way what he must do to be saved. They have always guided the
man to be converted to a man on earth unto whom the gospel has been
committed . This very thing was what the apostle Paul had in mind
when he said, "We have this treasure in earthen vessels" (II Corinthians 4: 7). This is why the angel did not preach the gospel to
Cornelius . God limi te d His work to the bringing of the preacher
and the sinner face to face.
When the angel directed Cornelius to send men to Joppa for Simon
Peter he acted promptly.
Although it was now past the middle of the
afternoon, Cornelius did not hesitate to st ar t three m esse ngers at once
on the journey.
They could not get to Joppa that night, but they got
there about noon the next day.
As these · men travel from Caesarea to Joppa we wonder what
effect their coming will have on the apostle Peter.
As yet the J ews
did not understand that the gospel was world-wide and intended for
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the Gentiles . They knew that Christ said to preach the gospel to the
world, but they thought this commission was limited to the Jewish
worl_d. ~hey believed that in obedience to God' s law, they should not
receive mto the church an uncircumcised man. In view of this condition we ask: "What will Simon Peter say when the messengers of
Cornelius state their mission?"
Will the apostle say, "No, I cannot
come_ with you"? Something ha d to be done if th ese messengers were
to brid ge the gulf between the Jewish and Gentil e worlds. God wanted
that bridge built, and He performed a miracle to accomplish it.
While the messengers were on their way to Joppa, Peter went up
on the housetop to pray, and he became very hungry; but while they
prepared the meal, he fell into a trance and saw , in a sheet let down from
heaven, all manner of beasts and creeping things. At this point there
came a voice to him saying, "Rise, Peter; kill , and eat . But Peter
said , Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common
or unclean.
And the voice spake unto him again the second time,
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common" (Acts 10:13-15).
While Peter thought on the meaning of this vision , "the Spirit said
unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise ... and go with them
doubting nothing : for I have sent them" (Acts 10: 19, 20). Then it wa~
evident to the apostle that the purpose of the vision was to convince
him that he must go and preach unto the Gentiles . Henceforth, the
Jewish apostle must not be bound by racial ties, and he must never
again consider the Gentile nation to be common or unclean .
With this greater understanding
of
Christianity, the apostle Peter was ready
Cornelius . He went, but he took with him
nesses to the things which were about to

the world-wide mission of
to go with the servants to
six Jewish brethrnh as witoccur.

When Peter and his company came to the house uf Cornelius,
the Bible says, "Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him" (Acts 10: 25). But Peter said unto him: "O , no, Cornelius; don't do that!
Stand up, for I also am a man.'' The apostle
was not willing for anyone to bow before him in an act of homage .
After the
in, and found
officer knew
and so, with
waiting. The
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greeting between Peter and Cornelius, the apostle "went
many that were come together" (Acts 10 : 27). The army
how long it would take the apostle to reach Caesarea ,
military promptness, he had a select audience ready and
people in this audience were his friends and his kinsmen.

When the apostle saw all the people he said to them, "Ye know
how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company , or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me
that I should not call any man common or unclean.
Therefore came
I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?" (Acts 10:28, 29). Cornelius
then related how the angel had instructed him to send for P.eter, and
he said , "Now therefore are we all here present before God to hear
all things that are commanded thee of God" (Acts 10:33).
What an
audience!
Assembled in the sight of God, ready to hear His message
and ready to obey it! Oh, that more men of our day had this same
spirit!
The face of the world would be changed within one generation .

[

OF AN

ARMY

OFFICER

Page 21

Then :r'eter opened his mouth and said, "Of a truth I perceive
that God _is no resp ec ter of persons: But in every nation he that
fe~reth Him, and . w~rketli ri ~h~eousness, is accepted with Him" (Acts
10. 34, 35).
This is a positive and inspired declaration
that God
respects not persons, but chara cter . To fear Him and work righteousness,-and
not the color of one's skin, the amount of one's wealth or
one's social position , is the ground of acceptance with Him. Peter's
words sound the death-knell of race and class exclusiveness .
When Peter began his sermon to the Gentiles the Holy Spirit was
poured out upon them, and this has led some religious teachers to
conclu~e that they were saved before the apostle preached to them.
But this cannot be true because the angel told Cornelius that Peter
"shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved"
(Acts 11: 14). When the Holy Spirit came the Gentiles had not heard
these words, and they had not believed in Christ. When Peter later
recounted the events which took place in Caesarea , he said , "Men and
brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among
us , that. the,,Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel,
an_d beheve
(Acts 15:7) . Peter said the words of his mouth brought
faith to the hearts of the Gentiles, but when the Holy Spirit was given to them they had not heard his words. In the tenth chapter of Acts
we read that the Holy Spirit came upon the Gentiles 1 "While Peter
yet spake these words ," but when the apostle "rehears ed the matter
from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto them" (Acts 11 : 4)
he said the Holy Spirit came .'' a s I bega n to speak " (Acts 11:15) .
When did the Spirit come? "As" Peter began to speak-not
in the
middle of his sermon, not at the close of it-but
the very moment he
began to speak . But when did the Gentiles believe? After they had
heard the words of Peter (Acts 15: 7) .
Now since the Spirit came upon them "as Peter began to speak,"
but they did not believe until after they heard the words he spoke
i~ follows that the Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles before they be:
heved the gospel of Christ.
So if they were saved when the Spirit
fell, they were saved before they believed the gospel.
Someone may insist that Cornelius was saved when the Spirit
came upon him because the Lord says the world cannot receive the
Spirit.
In addressin g His apostles, Christ said , "I will pray the
Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide
with you for ever; Even the Spirit of truth ; who~ the world cannot
receive" (John 14: 16, 17) . In this Scripture the Lord says the world
cannot receive the Spirit as a Comforter.
Why?
Because to the
world He is a Reprover . The word "receive" in this passage comes
from a Greek word which means to t ake with the hand, or lay hold of .
It means to take in order to carry away, to take by force; to seize.
The force of what Christ said - to His apo stles was this : "I'll send
God's Spirit and the world cannot lay hold of Him . The world took
Me and cr ucified Me, but I'll send th e Spirit whom the world cannot
tak e, cannot lay hold of, cannot seize." Why cannot the world receive
Him? Because it seeth Him not. Th at is the reason the world cannot
lay hold of Him; that is the reason the world cannot get Him · that
is why the Holy Spirit cannot be received of the world, becau~e the
world seeth Him not, nor knoweth Him (See Hardeman-Bogard
Debate,
pp. 144, 145).
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Then the question remains-why
did the Spirit fall upon Cornelius?
We can know why the Spirit came upon him by the use the
apostle Peter made of this outpouring. When he returned to Jerusalem
his Jewish brethren rebuked him for going to the Gentiles. In his defense he related the whole story of his trip to Caesarea, and of how the
Holy Spirit had been given to the household of Cornelius. When the
Jewish Christians "heard these things, they held their peace, and gforified God, saying Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance
unto life" (Acts 11: 18). The outpouring of the Spirit upon Cornelius was
not to save him, but to prove to the Jews present, and to the whole
Jewish church, that the Gentiles were acceptable to God as gospel
subjects.
And from that hour unto this, no Jew that accepts the gospel of Christ has ever doubted that the Gentiles likewise are privileged
to enjoy the benefits of the gospel.

We must learn that above and beyond all of our deeds, we must
render obedience to the will of God. The most inexcusable of all sins
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is a refusal to render to God, our Maker and Redeeher, the homage
which is His due. By refusing to be baptized into Christ we do great
harm by our example to our fellow men, and most of all to those who
love us most.

WHAT THE BLIND MAN SAW
By JAMES
Radio

Sermon

No. 217

D. WILLEFORD
March

25, 1956

In the ninth chapter of Acts we read, "And Saul, yet breathing
out threatenings
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went
unto the high priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men
or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.
And as he
journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round
about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou Me? And
he said, Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest:
it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.
And
he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it
shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed
with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. And
Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw
no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.
And he was three days without sight, neither did eat nor drink"
(Acts 9:1-9).

The angel had told Cornelius that Peter would tell him "words,
whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved" (Acts 11:14). The Bible
says that Peter preached to him "The word ... which was published
throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which
John preached" (Acts 10: 36, 37). What was fhe word which was published from Galilee? Matthew says, "Then the eleven disciples went away
into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them ...
Aud Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of ,the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:16, 18, 19). Did Peter obey this commission
of his Lord when he spoke to the Gentiles the words by which they
would be saved?
The Bible says, "And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord" (Acts 10:48). In his sermon the
apostle had said that "through His name whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins" (Acts 10:43). Salvation was promised
"through Christ's name" and when Cornelius and his household were
baptized "in the name of the Lord" they received the remission of
their sins.
The conversion of Cornelius teaches that we cannot be saved by
our own intrinsic worth, or our moral goodness.
The very best man
or woman in your city today has many sins which need to be forgiven.
I know men, and I have met a great many, who think that they can
be saved by their moral goodness alone. They are good meIJi. They
are honest in their dealings, honorable in their conduct, and generous to their neighbors.
They are good husbands and fathers, and
they do their share in providing for the wants of the poor and needy
in the community in which they live. These good men ask, "What
have we to fear at the hands of a just and merciful God?" But Cornelius was all this, and beyond this he was a devout and prayerful
man, and yet it was necessary for him to hear words whereby he
might be saved. Our self-righteous men of the world must then be deceiving themselves. They forget that while they are discharging in a
creditable
manner their obligations
to their fellow men, they are
neglecting the much higher obligation to render direct service to God
by observing the ordinances of His appointment.

THE

According to this divine record of Paul's conversion,
he was
struck blind when Christ appeared to him in a dazzling light, and for
three days he was without sight. Ordinarily we feel pity for one who
cannot see, but in Paul's case it was a blessing in disguise.
During
his blindness he came to see truths that he had missed when he had
his sight.
He beheld truths that changed the whole course of his
future life. He saw spiritual lessons that many of us with sight have
never discerned.

IV

While Paul was blind he saw that simply being religious is not
enough to please God. For years he had been deeply religious as a
Pharisee.
He said to the Galatians, "For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I
persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: And profited in the Jews'
religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers" (Galatians 1:13, 14).
It is doubtful that any man has ever had more religion, or been more
zealous than Paul, and yet he was unsaved.
He saw that religion
alone was not enough.
While Paul was blind he saw that a man's thinking a thing to
be right does not make it so. For some time Paul had been a busy,
wicked persecutor of the Lord's people, and yet he claimed to do it
as a religious service to God. He said, "I verily thought with myself,
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Wfiich thin g I also did in J erusalem:
a nd many of the
saints did I shut up in prison , h a ving received authority from the
chief priests; and when they wer e put to death, I gave my voi ce
against them" (Acts 26: 9, 10). Paul truly thought that he should
persecute Christians, but did his thinking it was ri ght make it right?
Most assuredly not; and as it was not right in him, that prin ciple
is not right with anybody now. We should a lways do what we think
is right, but we may think w e are doing right when we are doing
wrong. Our thinking does not change a wrong into a right, and make
it acceptable to God. This is why we must study the word of God,
and be sure that we are obeying His will.
While Paul was blind he saw that a man's being honest, sincere ,
devout and conscientious
does not guarantee
his salvation.
In our
day there is a widespread
ide a that it makes no difference to God
what a person believes if he is honest and sincere . This se:ntiment
has been spre a d far and wide, and it is preached from many pulpits
in the land . But the experience of Paul is God 's refutation
of this
teaching.
It does make a difference, a nd unless our faith is founded
upon God's word, we are lost.' Whil e Paul persecuted
Christians he
had a perfectly clear conscience,
and long after his conversion to
Christ, he said, "Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience
before God until this day" (Acts 23: 1). But his good conscience did
not turn his persecuting acts into acceptable service before God. And
our good conscience, though we should maintain our conscie ·nce pure
at all times, does not guarantee that we are religiously right. We cannot be right without a clear conscience, but we may , like Paul, have a
good conscience, and still be wrong.
During Paul's blindness he saw that he had been ignorant of
God 's will. After his conversion he said: I "was before a blasphemer,
and a persecutor, and injurious : but I obtained mer cy, because I did
it ignorantly in unbelief" (I Timothy 1 : 13). Paul had been through
the best schools of his day, and he was exceedingly religious, but he
was ignorant of God's will. :Knowing that his ignorance would not
excuse him, tl).e Lord sent Ananias to teach him the truth, a nd the
mom ent he learned his duty he did it. It is a mistake to tell men
that ignorance will excuse them. It did not excuse Paul , and it will
not excuse us. In writing to the Ephesians, the Lord said that certain
Gentiles were "alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them" (Ephesians 4:18).
When Paul was struck blind he saw that the chief of sinners
could be saved.
In writing to Timothy, he said, "This is a faithful
saying, a nd worthy of all acc eptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief" (I Timothy 1: 15). P a ul
was so great a sinner that he regarded it a stretch of merc y th a t he
could be saved at all. But when, through faith and love to God, he
yielded himself fully to the demands of the gospel , he wa s for given.
In Paul's salvation
and integrity , when we
and a persecutor
and
ignorantly in unbelief."

we see the va lue s et by God upon honesty
find that he, "who was before a bl a sphemer
injurious, obtained mercy b ecause he did it
And we learn the encouragem ent given to all
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sinners who repent, when we are told that "for this cause he obtai!led
mercy that in him first .Jesus Christ might shew fo~th all lon~suffen1!-g,
for a pattern to them which should hereafter
believe on Him to life
everlasting " (I Timothy 1: 16). Paul affirms that God now displays
him to the world as an example of the plenitude of His mercy and
forgiveness.
In Paul's hour of blindness he saw that he had to make a change
in his religion.
What a price to pay! He would have to give up the
faith of his parents, des ert the Mosaic Law, and turn away from his
old teacher, Gamaliel.
He would lose his Jewish friends, and t~is
was especially difficult for Paul. He leaned upon them. By bec?mmg
a Christian
he would cut himself off from them and brand himself
in their ey~s a turncoat.
His reputation
among men, his hopes of
wealth and power, his love of friendship and his personal safety all
demanded that he should remain a Pnarisee .
But when Christ called him to a better service than that required
by the law, he quickly asked, "Lord, what wilt Thou have ~e to. do?"
He spent no time in asking the advice of his parents, or his friends,
but he stood ready to obey his Lord. Later, when Paul wrote to the
Galatians , he said, "But when it pleased God, who separated m~ from
my mother's womb, and called me by His grace, To r~veal ~is Son
in me that I might preach Him among the heathen;
immediately
I
confer~ed not with flesh and blood" (Galatians 1: 15, 16).
"How refreshing is it, in this commercial age, to stu~y a. cha~acter
so free from selfishness.
Not a single act or event m his history
suggests the idea, 'Will it pay?'
But everywhere
thoughts of truth,
of right and of duty cluster around his movements.
He was earnest
and sincere even when a persecutor
of .the disciples of Christ.
But
when conv~rted, these qualities were sublimely
manifested
in his
suffering 'the loss of all things' for Christ's sake. Not for a moment
did he hesitate to espouse the cause which he had assailed. Not once
did he ask 'What will Gamaliel say?'
'What will the Jews do?'
Convinced that Jesus of Nazareth was the true Messiah, he hastened,
at the peril of his life, to proclaim Him as such in every open synagogue. To him the frowns of former friends, the reb~ke of his _revered
preceptor, the scorn of · his associates, the loss of his reputation, the
closing of every apparent avenue to fame, and the _terrors of perse.cution were of little moment when he heard the voice of duty urgmg
him onward" (Life and Epistles of Paul, by Conybeare and Howson;
Introduction,
p. vii).
Paul's blindness enabled him to see what he and all sinners must
do to be saved. When Christ appeared to him in a dazzli:ng light, he
was blinded and he asked, "Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said,
I am Jesus ~horn thou persecutest ... And he trembling and astonished
said, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:5, 6). What was
the answer to this question?
Was it left unanswered?
No, the Lord
said to him, "Arise , and go into the city, and it shall be told thee
what thou must do." After Paul came into Damascus, Christ sent
Ananias to tell him what God had appointed for him to do. Ananias
said to him, "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and
wa sh away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16).
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Paul realized that he was a sinner, and he asked for the Lord's
terms of forgiveness . Christ promised that in Dam a scus he would
be told what he must do . Webster defines this word "must" as "To
be necessary or essential to the character or end proposed ." 'Paul
wanted forgiveness , and Christ promised that in Damascus he would
be told what he must do to obtain it . Ananias commanded him to be
baptized . It may surprise some in our audience to learn that the very
command the Lord said he must obey is the command some men of
our day say is unnecessary.
But we should all remember that Christ
is "the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him"
(Hebrews 5:9) .
There are preachers in our day who are constantly exhorting sinners to go to the Lord and ask Him what to do to be saved; urging
them to pray the Lord, saying, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
Paul was excusable for asking that question, because the New Testament was not written when he asked it, but every sinner now who
has ever read or heard the answer that was given to Paul, should know
that that answer is the one for himself. The Lord says to every sinner on earth, "Arise, go to Damascus with Paul; learn what he was
told to do, and do the same thing ." You can go with Paul to Damascus
and learn your duty by reading your New Testament.
The blind man saw that faith only cannot save. It could not
save Paul. After Christ appeared to him , three days and nights dragged
heavily by. During this time he was a believing, praying, penitent man. If faith alone is the only condition of salvation, Paul had
been pardoned for three days, and yet he did not know it, for he was
praying for the Lord to tell him what he must do. If he were a
pardoned man, why all this agony? why all this praying?
Three days
and nights had passed since the Savior appeared to Paul, and still he
was not comforted . A great many preachers tell us a man is forgiven
t_he very moment he believes, and they try to prove it by a statement
of P aul. In writing to the Romans, the apostle said, "Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God" (Romans 5:1).
According to this statement of Paul, the faith that justifies is the
faith that brings "peac e with God." But did Paul have any peace for
three days and nights?
He did not. He was a believer for three days
and three nights, and instead of being justified as yet he was in the
agony of guilt and condemnation and had no peace with God. Notwithstanding the fa ct that he had seen Christ with his own eyes and
heard the "voice of His mouth" with his own ears , still he had no
peace with God . And he did not find peace until he "arose, and was
baptized, and washed away his sins, calling upon the name of the
Lord." In the face of all thes e facts, how can anyone claim that a
per son is forgiven the very mom ent he believes in Christ?
Someone ask s, "Do you believe that one must be baptized?"
Why certainly, do you not? This Scripture in Acts 22:16 plainly
says we must. But the person who a sks the question objects by saying that he doe s not believe that water can wash aw ay sins. Neither
do I. And this Scripture does not say that it does. It merely tells
WHEN sins are was hed away.
Other passages tell WHAT washes
them away. In Re velation 1 :5 the apostle John said, "Unto Him that
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loved us , and washed us from our sins in His own blood." So the
blood of Christ washe s away our sins when we are baptized into Christ
(Galatians 3: 27).
As we pursue this study further, we find that the blind man saw
that Christ and Christians are one . After Paul was converted , he
said, "I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it" (Galatians 1: 13) .
But when Jesus appeared to him, the Lord said, "I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest"
(Acts 9: 5). So in persecuting the church , Paul was
persecuting Christ; in afflicting the Lord's people, he was afflicting
the Lord . This is true because Christ is the head of the church, and
it is His spiritual body (Ephesians 1: 22,23). He purchased it with
His own precious blood (Acts 20: 28). To hinder or to help it is to
hinder or to help the Lord Himself. In connection with His relationship
to His people, Christ said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it- unto one of
the le a st of these My br ethren, ye have done it unto Me" (Matthew 25: 40).
When we are added to the church, we are added to Christ. The
Bible says, "the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved ," and "believers were the more added to the Lord" (Acts 2: 47;
5:14) . Believers were added to the church when they were baptized
into it, for the apostle Paul said, "By one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body" (I Corinthi ans 12: 13). Believers were added to Christ
when they were baptized, for the Lord said, "As many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Galatians 3:27) . There
is such a close tie between Christ and the church that we cannot
belong to the Lord without being in His church.
What the blind man saw! He saw that the Lord had need of him.
When the Son of God revealed Himself to Paul, He said , "I have
appeared unto thee for this purpose , to make thee a minist er and a
witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things
in the which I will appear unto thee; Delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee , To open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power ot
Satan unto God , that they may re ceive forgiveness
of sins, and
inheritance amon g them which are sanctified by faith that is in Me"
(Acts 26: 16-18). The Lord closed Paul's eyes temporarily
that He
might prepare him to open the eyes of the lost, eyes that had been
closed by sin. He took him down into the valley that he might later
scale the mount ain top . Wh at he saw durin g his blindness helped to
prepare him for his life's work. Christ said, "I will shew him how
great things he must suffer for My name's sake" (Acts 9: 16). So,
Paul the persecutor became Paul the persecuted, the great apostle,
the great preacher, the great Chri stian. His motto was, "I am ready
to preach the gosp el to you ...
for it is the power of God unto salvation" (Romans 1:15 , 16). And he did preach it. He was not
ashamed of it. Before kings and the great men of the earth he proclaimed the unsearchable
riches of Christ . Three long journeys he
made in preaching it . Sermon after sermon he delivered.
Letter
after letter he wrote . Trial after tri al he underwent . He said, "Of
the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I
beaten with rod s, on ce was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck
a
night and a day have I been in the de ep; in journeyings
often,' in
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perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils from my countrymen
... in labor and travail, and in watchings often, in hunger and thirst,
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness"
(II Corinthians 11 :24-27).
What the blind man saw revealed to him and to us "that we must
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22).
He saw what our Lord meant when He said, "If any man will come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take us his cross daily, and follow
Me" (Luke 9:23). His cross waits to be borne by you. He will give
you a crown for bearing His cross, but you must bear His cross to be
worthy of His crown.
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